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SeeYouSpeak November Crossword

Find the answers inside the newsletter.

--

election holiday celebration autumn turkey parade. president. vote wvoler feast cold
daylight pilgrims candidate yams grawy

Across Down
2. Unscramble these letters: intoeelc 1. The opposite of hot.
5. Macy’s Day Thanksgiving . 3. Barack Obamna is a presidential
6. Thanksgiving is an American . 4. George Washington was America's first
10. Saving Time. .
11. An important event with enjoyable activities. 7. People whao travels on long journeys.
12. I love mashed potatos and . 8. Similar to a chicken
13. a formal choice between 2 or mare candidates. 9. fall
14. Sweet potatos. 13. a person who votes
15. Alarge meal.

Refer-A-Friend, get a FREE lesson!

election
holiday
celebration
autumn
turkey

parade

president

vote
voter
feast
cold
daylight
pilgrims
candidate

yams

gravy
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Level: easy

Thanksgiving
Lesson

Thanksgiving Day is the fourth Thurs-
day in November. It is a federal holi-
day, so schools, banks, post offices,
and government offices are closed.

Thanksgiving was the first holiday
celebrated in America. It was first cele-
brated in the autumn of 1621 when the
Wampanoag Indians and the pilgrims
got together for a three-day feast and
festival of fun.

Today, families celebrate Thanksgiving
by eating turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy, yams, corn, cranberry sauce, and
pumpkin pie.

UESTIONS:
1) When is Thanksgiving Day?

2) Is it a federal holiday?

3) What year was it first celebrated?
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Level: easy

Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parade was started in 1924 by Ma-

cy’'s employees and featured animals
from the Central Park Zoo.

It was such a rousing success that Ma-
cy’s delcared it would become an annual
event.

The parade begins at 77th Street and
Central Park West. It proceeds to Co-
lumbus Circle and turns onto Broadway.
The parade marches down Broadway
and turns west on 34th Street, just past
Macy’s Herald Square.

This year, Macy's signature larger-than-
life helium character balloons will
proudly take flight in the skies above
New York. Many New Yorkers will attend
the parade and the amazing inflation
process the night before.

This year will be Macy’s 82nd Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade. It will take place on No-
vember 27th, 2008.

QUESTIONS:

1) The Macy’s Thanksgiving parade was started in what year?

2) What did the first parade feature?

3) What gas are the balloons filled with?

4) When will the parade take place this year?
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Level: difficult

How the US President is Elected

Start with the Constitution. The basic process of selecting the President of the United States is spelled out in
the U.S. Constitution, and it has been modified by the 12th, 22nd, and 23rd amendments. Many additional steps
have been added over the years, by custom and by state law -- the process has changed quite a bit over time.

Who Can Run? The President and Vice-President are elected every four years. They must be at least 35 years
of age, they must be native-born citizens of the United States, and they must have been residents of the U.S. for
at least 14 years. (Also, a person cannot be elected to a third term as President.)

How Do the Political Parties Choose Their Candidates? That's up to the political parties. Most political par-
ties hold conventions, which are large meetings attended by "delegates." Some delegates are selected by state
"primary" elections, some are selected by state caucuses (very much like primaries, except with public voting
instead of secret ballots), and some are chosen for their prominence in the party. A majority of delegate votes is
needed to win the party's nomination. In most cases, the delegates let their chosen presidential candidate select a
vice-presidential candidate.

Candidates for President and Vice-President Run Together. In the general election, each candidate for Presi-
dent runs together with a candidate for Vice-President on a "ticket." Voters select one ticket to vote for; they
can't choose a presidential candidate from one ticket and a vice-presidential candidate from another ticket.

The Electoral College. The national presidential election actually consists of a separate election in each of the
50 states and the District of Columbia; in these 51 elections, the voters are really voting for "electors" pledged
to one of the tickets. These electors make up the "Electoral College." (In most cases, the names of the electors
aren't written on the ballot; instead the ballot lets voters choose among "Electors for" each of the tickets, naming
the presidential and vice-presidential candidates each slate of electors is pledged to.)

Each state has the same number of electors as it has senators and representatives (there are two senators from
each state, but the number of representatives depends on the state population in the most recent census). The
District of Columbia, although it isn't a state, also participates in presidential elections -- it currently has three
electors.

The People in Each State Vote for Electors in the Electoral College. In most of the states, and also in the
District of Columbia, the election is winner-take-all; whichever ticket receives the most votes in that state (or in
D.C.) gets all the electors. (The only exceptions are Maine and Nebraska. In these states, just two of the electors
are chosen in a winner-take-all fashion from the entire state. The remaining electors are determined by the win-
ner in each congressional district, with each district voting for one elector.)

The Electoral College Votes for the President. The Electoral College then votes for President and for Vice-
President, with each elector casting one vote; these votes are called electoral votes. Each elector is pledged to
vote for particular candidates for President and Vice-President. In most elections, all the electors vote in accor-
dance with the pledge they made; it is not clear what would happen in the unlikely event that a large number of
electors violated their pledge and voted differently.



Normally, one of the candidates for President receives a majority (more than half) of the electoral votes; that
person is elected President. That candidate's vice-presidential running mate will then also receive a majority of
electoral votes (for Vice-President), and that person is elected Vice-President.

If There's No Electoral College Winner, the House of Representatives Chooses the President. In the rare
event that no presidential candidate receives a majority of the electoral votes, then the President is chosen in-
stead by the House of Representatives, from the top three presidential vote-getters in the Electoral College; each
state delegation in Congress casts one vote. (The Vice-President
would be chosen from the top two vice-presidential vote-getters
by the Senate.)

This is bizarre! Does it really work this way? Yes. There are
many arguments pro and con in regards to the Electoral Col-
lege, but this system does guarantee that the person elected
President has substantial support distributed throughout the
U.S. The Electoral College has also been a major factor in the
United States' long-term political stability.

QUESTIONS:

1) What is your opinion of the U.S election system?

2) Do you think it's a good system? Is it fair?

3) How could it be better?

4) How is it the same as Japan's national election system?

5) How is it different from Japan's national election system?



Level:

Daylight Saving Time

BACKGROUND

The aim of ‘Daylight Saving’ is to make better use of daylight.
Clocks are moved forward an hour during the summer months to
move an hour of daylight from the morning to the evening. Here
in America, ‘Daylight Saving Time’ will end on November 2nd.

Countries near the equator generally do not change their clocks
as day and night are nearly the same

length. One advantage is that energy is saved during ‘Daylight
Saving Time’ as there is effectively one hour less between sun-
set and bedtime. So, people use less electricity for lighting and
appliances late in the day.

People also take part in outdoor activities more when it is day-
light, so they are not indoors using electrical lighting and appli-
ances. Data also shows violent crime is reduced when the clocks
are changed.

Not everyone agrees with it though.

In Japan, most farmers and the Ministry of Education are against
it, as it’s believed that kids will be tempted to take part in activi-
ties other than homework.

QUESTIONS:
What do you think about Daylight Saving Time?
Do you think it would reduce violent crime in Japan?

Do you think kids will be tempted to avoid homework?

GRAMMAR FOCUS:

Many people commonly use the term ‘Daylight Savings Time’. But the official spelling is ‘Daylight Saving Time’,
not ‘Daylight Savings Time'.

Savings is a used as a verb, which describes a single type of activity and so the form is singular.
This term can also be misleading as no daylight is actually saved.
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